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Perfect obedience to instructions of volunteers or manage-
ment*

MOHANDAS K. GANDHI
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204.   INTERVIEW TO THE PRESS

April 12, 1919*

In an interview given to Press representatives, Mahatma Gandhi is re-
ported to have said that he had as yet come to no definite decision as to whe-
ther or not he would go to Delhi. He once again appealed to the public to
conduct the struggle against the Rowlatt Bills in a spirit of true satyagraha
and to refrain from any acts of violence. They should all sympathize with
those who might be arrested whilst carrying on the satyagraha struggle but they
should not demand their release, for it was the duty of true satyagrahis to go
to jail. He had absolutely no sympathy whatever with those who were dura-
grahis. They must be punished for their misdeeds and they could claim no sym-
pathy from the public. He added he firmly believed that if they conducted their
struggle in the true spirit of satyagraha, without any acts of violence, the
Rowlatt Bills would quickly disappear from the Statute-book. Considering
all circumstances, the satyagraha movement might have to be given a different
and still more restricted shape. The satyagraha struggle must be conducted
in a quiet and peaceful manner and in the true spirit of satyagraha. He conclu-
ded with another earnest appeal to the public to behave in a peaceful manner
and refrain from any acts of violence.
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205.   SPEECH AT MEETING OF CLOTH MERCHANTS

BO MEAT

2, 1919
Mahatma Gandhi was deeply affected by the news of the disturbances
that broke out in some parts of the country last week. Before starting for Ahmeda-
bad, he attended a meeting of cloth merchants which was called at his ins-
tance, when he made an earnest appeal to the public to refrain from acts of
violence. He added he had been greatly distressed by the news of the dis-
turbances. His arrest would in no way have stopped the satyagraha work and
people should not have created disturbances. Even if he proceeded to Delhi
and was arrested a second time, there should be no disturbance. People
should be prepared to suffer in the true spirit of satyagraha, Even if a strike